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stream shot past.'   The   depth of the Indus here is

thirty feet in the lowest state, and between sixty and

seventy in the   highest, running   at   the   rate of  six

miles an hour.   There is a forcl at some distance above

the confluence of the river of Cabool, but the extreme

coldness and rapidity of the water render it at all times

very dangerous, and on the slightest inundation, quite

impracticable.    On the right bank, opposite Attac, is

Khyrabad, a fort, built according to some by Nadir Shah.

The locality is important in a military and commercial

point of view, as the Indus is here crossed by the great

route which, proceeding from Cabool eastward, through

the Khybcr Pass into the Punjab, forms the main line of

communication between Afghanistan and Northern India.

The river was here repeatedly crossed by the British

armies, during the military operations in. Afghanistan;

and here, according to the general opinion, Alexander,

subsequently Timour the Jagatayan conqueror, and, still

later Nadir Shah, crossed."l

If the energetic people of the Attac had their <f barrier "
at this point of the far-famed river of the Sindh, the
triangular peninsula, which they afterwards inhabited in
the land of Hellas, bounded on the north by Boeotia and
the Euripus, and on its southern and eastern shores by the
waters of the Saronic gulf and the yKgican, proved a more
eifcctual "Attac," or barrier, than they had ever before
possessed; and while the barrenness of her soil protected
the classic land of Attica from an overwhelming population,
it taught her to turn her attention to. the development of
the arts of industry, in which she so much excelled, and the
completion of a marine that enhanced the glory of her more
peaceful activity. " The sterility of Attica/* says an eloquent
author,2 " drove its inhabitants from their own country.

1 Thornt, Tunj. vol. I, p. 61.            " Wordsworlh'B Pictorial Greece.